THE   RISING  STAR
backs. CI know your master better than you all/ she told Abbot, cfor if this young man be once brought in, the first persons that he will plague must be you that labour for him. The King will teach him to despise and hardly intreat us all that he may seem to be beholden to none but himself/1
How far her words were true, only time could show, but at the moment her counsels were overriden, and on St. George's Day, 1615, the Queen and Prince Charles presented themselves in the King's bedchamber, instructions having been given to Villiers to be near at hand. When the Queen saw her opportunity he was called in, and she, asking the Prince for his sword, knelt before the King and humbly prayed him to do her that special favour eto knight this noble gentleman, whose name is George, in honour of George, whose feast is now kept9.8 The King's ready concession leads us to the conclusion that he was well informed of the proposal beforehand, and that the whole affair was one of those elaborate inventions which delighted his heart.
On the same day, Villiers was appointed Gentleman of the Bedchamber, and received a grant of one thousand pounds a year for the better support of his new position. His foot seemed firmly planted upon the ladder of success. His 'adopted father9, Archbishop Abbot, displayed the keenest interest in the fortunes of his young protege, and at the end of 1615 wrote him a most affectionate letter of advice. It was addressed cto my very loving son, Sir George Villiers9, and exhorted him to do his best to act conscientiously in the important role which had been given him. CI charge you as my son,9 said Abbot, cto be diligent and pleasing to your master, and to be wary that at no man's instance you press him with many suits, because they are
1 RUSHWORTH, Historical Collections, I, p. 456.                a Ibid.
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